* FROM   ALL   OTHER   ONLY  TO   HER   I   ME  BETAKE '

xn.To ANNE BOLEYN

*

The cause of ray writing at this time, good sweetheart, is
only to understand of your good health and prosperity; whereof
to know I would be as glad as in manner mine own, praying God
(that and it be his pleasure) to send us shortly together, for I
promise you I long for it. How be it, trust it shall not be long
to; and seeing my darling is absent, I can no less do than to send
her some flesh, representing my name, which is hart flesh for
Henry, prognosticating that hereafter, God willing, you must
enjoy some of mine, which, he pleased, I would were now.

As touching your sister's matter, I have caused Walter
Welche to write to my lord mine mind therein, whereby I
trust that Eve shall not have power to deceive Adam; for surely,
whatsoever is said, it cannot so stand with his honour but that
he must needs take her, his natural daughter, now in her extreme
necessity.

No more to you at this time, mine own darling, but that
with a wish I would we were together an evening.

With the hand of yours,

H.R.

By * your sister's matter' the King means the death of his
attendant, William Carey, the husband of Mary Boleyn, which
took place on the twenty-second, a few days after the move to
Hunsdon. Henry removed again, on June 26, to Wolsey's house
of Tittenhanger near Bishop's Hatfield; and it is quite evident
from the tone of the following letters that, as yet, the Cardinal
stood as high as ever in the royal favour and esteem. Though
actually penned by secretaries both letters are personal and
friendly, and show clearly the genuine regard which had hitherto
always been the note of their relationship.

To WOJLSEY

[1528.]

. . . This morning, at 7 of the clock, I delivered Your
Grace's letters to the King's Highness; wherewith I assure
.Your Grace, His Highness was greatly comforted,, and giveth